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DO NOT ENTER 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT/REQUEST FOR IN TERVIEW 

The Examiner is thanked for briefly discussing the application with Applicant's 
representative. Per the Examiner's request, Applicant submits the following proposed 
amendments and other topics for discussion during an interview. 
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Proposed A ™»™1m«ite to the Claims; 

27 . (currently amended) A vehicular control device according to claim 
1, wherein the result of the malfunction detection operation of each one of said at least 
one diagnosis target is categorized into nne selected from at least three levels, which 
include normal, temporarily abnormal and abnormal. 

Claims 28-34 are to be amended in a manner similar to that noted above with 

respect to claim 27, 

Additional Topics for Discussion : 

Independent claim 1 requires controlling a malfunction indicator light (MIL) in 
such a manner that operation of the MIL is selected from one of the following 
possible conditions: lighting-on, flashing and lighting-off. In contrast, Shimizu et al 
(EP 0987423, Applicant: Denso - the recorded assignee of the present application) 
only discloses lighting-on and lighting-off of the MIL and does not disclose flashing 
of the MIL (see, e.g., paragraphs [0031], [0037] and [0047] of Shimizu). Shimizu 
thus does not disclose flashing of the MIL as a possible condition. 

The October 27, 2000 priority date of the present application is earlier than the 
December 4, 2000 filing date of Kubo et al. 
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Applicant's representative looks forward to discussing the above and other 
issues with the Examiner. If the Examiner has any questions, the Examiner is invited 
to contact the undersigned. 
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Raymond Y. Man 
Reg. No. 41,426 
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